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Presidents’ Report
Kim Thorburn
What started out 12 months ago as a daunting task has now, suddenly, turned into a year just gone and so it’s
time to reflect on where our Club has gone in this past year.
From the beginning, I wanted the Club to be much more visible in the local community and now, with branded
Hi-Viz jackets, branded tablecloths, pull-up theme banners and branded flags, together with our Club shirts,
we are certainly much more visible to members of the public and so I believe that this aim has been achieved!
As for major projects, we worked successfully with the other local Service Clubs (Lions and Zonta) to raise over
$14,000 towards drought relief for Qld farmers in a single evening event. This was then “topped up” by the
Board to make a donation total of over $17,000. I believe this was a truly magnificent effort on behalf of all 3
Service Clubs in a town of our size, but well done to Rotary for leading the way.
As a Club, we supported improved awareness for mental health in our community this year by hosting the “Lift
the Lid on Mental Health” breakfast in October, but we didn’t stop there. We also supported the training of
almost 40 qualified Mental Health first-aiders in our local community, with 20 each in our two training courses
held during January and February this year. Many thanks to Club member Jim Barnes for co-ordinating these
events.
Over and above the ubiquitous “sausage sizzles” that Rotary is famous for, as well as our annual Opera in the
Vineyard, funds raised have helped us support a wide range of charities and organisations, over 30 this year I
believe, as well as supporting local youth within the Stanthorpe district. More details can be found in the
Financial Report and the Youth Report, both outlined elsewhere within the Annual Report.
However, the event of which I am most proud is when our Club hosted the NSW-based Men’s Health caravan
(referred to as MHERV – Men’s’ Health Education Rural Vehicle) into Stanthorpe for the first time. Of the 85
men (and women!) who gave up 10 minutes of their time in those 2 days in April to see the male nurse, 4 were
alerted to the very serious situation of their current health and they were advised to consult with a local GP
immediately! Effectively, in those 2 days, Rotary helped save the lives of 4 locals – people who had no idea
that they had a serious medical problem! Because of the exceptional turnout during the visit of MHERV and
the results achieved, I’ve been assured that once again, MHERV will look to include Stanthorpe during its next
country tour, hopefully in early-mid 2020.
So in conclusion, I feel immensely proud of our Club and what it has achieved during this past year. I now look
forward to helping incoming President Fran and the future Presidents of our Club, continuing with these core
Rotary values.
However, my term in Office does come with some regret. I regret that some of our long serving members
found it necessary to break away from the Club to form their own Club. I regret that they couldn’t reconcile
with the fact that Rotary is changing, both here in Australia as well as Internationally. I also regret that they
couldn’t look to support the Club, the Club which had been such a major part of their lives, while it looked to
modernise so as to attract new members.
This, however, gives the incoming Board, with the support of all the Club members, the opportunity to move
forward and, where necessary, introduce a new and more modern vision of Rotary, while, at the same time,

retaining the core values of Rotary and its commitment to Community, both local and, where found needing,
in communities anywhere around the world.
Finally, I’d like to personally thank each of my outgoing Board – my Vice President Tony Heading for his
guidance and support, Secretary Melissa Pascoe for helping to fill my email ‘IN’ basket during the year,
Treasurer Peter Klemm for his keeping such a keen eye on the Club’s finances, Chair of the Satellite Club, Ann
Richardson, for being my sounding board and for her help on so many projects, the support of Denise Harslett
while she held the position of President Elect and to Julia Hassall, as President Nominee, for her insight on the
various issues we encountered during the year. I’d also like to thank Julie Beddow, while not being on the
Board, for being a major strength within our Club whilst also ‘wielding the roster’ for Meals on Wheels. I’d also
like to thank Alec Harslett for being the Club’s “Duracell Bunny”, a tireless worker for all of our Rotary events
and to Jim Barnes, who co-ordinated not only all of the mental health education sessions as well as the visit
of MHERV to Stanthorpe and the publicity it required, but the Pride of Workmanship awards as well. And to
all Club members who gave up so much of their valuable time to help make this a successful year for our Club,
I give each of you my very personal thanks.
Kim Thorburn
July 2018

Treasurer’s Report
Peter Klemm
The following figures are a draft financial statement, as of 30th June 2019, of the club’s major fundraising
activities and donations for the financial year.

2018 - 2019 Fundraising Activities
Activity
Opera : operating profit
Opera : Giving Tree
Opera : Diamond Draw
Opera : Mirror Sales
Opera : Lifeline Raindrops
Opera : Foundation Collection
Centurion Towers
“Bird” at Club Meetings
Happy Coins at Club Meetings
Australia Day & Show Catering
Ham Wheel
Christmas cakes
Sale of Fiji Containers
Drought Relief Services Clubs

$
11,136
5,000
5,000
470
1,000
500
900
353
347
2,001
564
68
5,270
16,352

Carers QLD Lunch
Lift The Lid
AHA Armistice Day
Summit BBQ
Shave for a Cure
Spooky Walk
PETS Catering
Big Thermometer
ALDI BBQ’s

236
389
2,390
241
403
3,231
1,327
311
1,390

NET FUNDRAISING TOTAL

$58,879

Notes
Directed to Hummingbird House
Directed to End Trachoma 2020
Directed to End Trachoma 2020
Directed to Lifeline Farmers Drought Relief
Directed to Rotary Foundation Polio Plus Fund
Directed to Polio/Annual Fund at request of member
Directed to Interact Club
Directed to Life Education

Event run jointly by Rotary, Lions & Zonta with all
profits directed to Drought Relief
Directed to Lift the Lid

Directed to Shave for a Cure

Bank Balances as of June 30th 2019
General

Community

Opera

Project Reserve

$5,449

$9,634

$10,000

$32,314

The 2018-19 Board has followed the recommendation of the previous Board and retained $10000 in the Opera
Account and $4000 in the Community Service Account. The Board has also left additional funds in the
Community Service Account to match this year’s possible District grants.

2018 – 2019 Donations
Rotary Foundation
Polio
End Trachoma 2020
ROMAC
Life Line Raindrop Drought Relief
Hummingbird House
Malaria Research Project
Angel Flight
Community Development
Services
Rotary Drought Relief
Granite Belt Wildlife
Border District Eisteddford
Men’s Health First Aid Courses
Hay Runners
Lecturette Competition
GRIP Conference
Stanthorpe Scouts
Artworks Granite Belt
Lift The Lid
Shave for a Cure
Interact Club
Granite Belt Drought Assist
Mingoola
Life Education

5,106
4,160
5470
2,000
1,000
5,000
2,000
1,000

Club’s 100USD per member
Club’s Donation, Opera, Centurion Towers
Diamond Draw & Mirror Sales from Opera
Donation
Opera Collection + Donation
Puglisi family’s choice from Giving Tree
Donation
Donation

2,000

Donation towards Mental Health Programs

17,352
1,000
100
2,348
1,400
100
200
1,000
500
500
403
353
500
100
1,000

Drought Event + Donation
Donation
Donation

DIK

3,422

DIK
YEP Student:
RYPEN & RYTS Students
Pride of Workmanship
Awards
Medan Girls Home (Indonesia)
TOTAL DONATIONS

1,000
2,110
595
390
111
Junior Craft Awards
220
Annual contribution for 2 girls
$62,440

Donation from Ballandean Football Club
Donation (Applethorpe State School)
Donation (Glen Aplin State School)
Donation
Donation
Breakfast + Donation
Proceeds of BBQ
Bird
Proceeds of Interact Club BBQ + Club Donation
Donation to repair bikes
Happy Coins + Donation
Proceeds of the Sale of a Fiji Container to be used by
DIK for a future container to Fiji
Donation towards container & Freight costs
School fees + Pocket money + meals
3 students in total

Club Administration Report
Julia Hassall
Some of the Stanthorpe Rotary Club Program Activities July 2018 – June 2019
Topic/Event (What?)
Changeover

2nd

July 2018

Christmas in Winter
Guest speakers Alec & Denise Harslett

Guest Speaker/Organisation (Why?)

Venue (Where)

A new vision from Kim Thorburn

International Club

Satellite Club catered

International Club

Overseas Trip

International Club

Guest Speaker David Lee

Polio Awareness

International Club

Narelle Higginson

NDIS explanation

International Club

Guest Speaker Tegan Ford

Gateway to Training

Ballandean Tavern

Dinner offsite

International Club
Ballandean Tavern

Gourmet in Gundy

Good Food and Beverages

Goondiwindi

Senior Sergaent Gerard Brady

Our Police Force

International Club

Drought Appeal
Nepal Project
Lift the Lid Breakfast
Mental Health
15th October DG Visit
Carer's Lunch Catering
Spooky Walk Information & Final Planning

Combined Services Clubs in Stanthorpe
Goondiwindi Club Visitors
Sallyanne Keevers explains Mental Health First
Aid Course
Terry and Carol Brown's visit

Amiens
International Club
RSL
International Club

Thanking helpers in our Community

CWA Rooms

A Satellite Club initiative

International Club
Quart Pot Creek
Tenterfield Cinema
Warwick Cinema
St Josephs School

Spooky Walk Event

Halloween Night Fun for Kids

Bohemian Rhapsody Movie nights

Polio fundraising

Junior Craft Awards

Presentations for Craftwork Excellence

Marie's Introduction Night

Exchange Student Presentation

International Club

Meals on Wheels

Keen Rotarians Helping

Stanthorpe Community

Mens' Shed Visit

Vocational Experience

Mens Shed Show Grounds

Rotary Christmas Party

Joint Celebration with Satellite Club

Granite Belt Brewery

2 Mental Health First Aid Courses

Sponsored by Rotary

Australia Day Catering

Community Service

Weroona Park

Show Day Catering Weekend

Community Service

Show Grounds

Pride of Workmanship

Recognition of Employees Excellence

RYLA
Guest Speaker Simon Goddard
Whist with a Twist with Guest Speaker
Morwenna Harslett
Guest Speaker Sandy Venn-Brown
Offsite vocational experience
Guest Speaker Alice Marbin
Easter Bonnet Meeting
Opera in the Vineyard
Pride of Workmanship
Combined Tenterfield & Stanthorpe Club
Guest speaker Rosemary Chapman
Social Event
Farewell to Marie and RYPEN presentations

RSL

QCWT

Students presentations

International Club

Students presentations

International Club

Combined Lions and Rotary

International Club

All about Zonta

International Club

Self Catering
Author and Photographer
Celebrating Easter
Fundraising for End Trachoma, Hummingbird
House Children, Drought, Rotary Foundation
A celebration of Excellence - Vocational
Guest Speaker Josh Moyan was
Phillipians Vocational Exchange Student
Proposed Art Trail

Petes Hot Rod
International Club
CWA Rooms
Ballandean Estate
QCWT
Wallangara Railway Cafe
International Club

Supporting new local industry

Hanasaku Restaurant

Farewell our Exchange Student

International Club

As well as the above meetings we supported other events, board meetings, committee meetings, training and assemblies.

Bulletins: Denise Harslett has produced the weekly bulletin on Club Runner, always with appropriate
information, a laugh for the week, birthdays and anniversaries. These were distributed electronically and
always on time. Julia has bridged the gaps with manual bulletins.
Programs: Between Kim Thorburn, Julie Beddow, Julia Hassall and Jim Barnes, variety has been the objective
of this year’s programming and I believe that there has been just that.
Meals: All credit to the volunteers within the International Club who have maintained a very good standard
of both quality and service.
Sargent at Arms: John Vichie as true to form, has kept the meeting starting on time and set up.
Happy Coins: is always a great time for members to share their experiences of joy, celebration and reward
during the week. A great time to celebrate successes and it is a fundraiser.
Attendance: Julie Beddow has received the dinner subs and kept records up to date. John Vichie and Jim
Baxter have helped fill in when Julie is away. Membership is an area we are working on.
Vocational Events: Thanks to Jim Barnes for providing us with many opportunities to visit venues in our
district and rewarding locals for their talent and work service with the Junior Craft and the Pride of
Workmanship.
Exchange Student: One of the changes this year has been the Satellite Club taking over responsibility of
Youth which has included responsibility for hosting and the activities of Marie Corna from France. Thank you
Marie for your contributions to our program and our Club. Together with Satellite Members attendance at
special meetings and programs we are reminded that Rotary is relevant to all ages.
Asset Register: We now have a record of Assets stored at the Rotary shed and also offsite. Thanks to Peter
Watters and others who put this list together.

Community Service Report
Alec Harslett
The highlight of the year was the success of our Drought Relief fund raiser. Together with Lions and Zonta
$14,000 was raised. District recognised this effort with an award.
The Stanthorpe Agricultural Show and Australia Day catering went ahead as usual, however both need
reviewing for next Rotary year. Meals on Wheels continues to be a big and commendable commitment. Thanks
to Julie Beddow for filling the roster each time.
We helped with catering at Thanks to the Carers, Xmas Meal for Disadvantaged, Opening of Big Thermometer,
Amiens History Association Celebrations, PETS, Summit Celebrations, Spooky Walk and Aldi Sausage Sizzles.
The sausage sizzles became Satellite/Interact projects.
The Xmas ham wheel is well supported by the public and special thanks to Jim Baxter for his help and
leadership when needed. We have also received $2500 from RSL for seating in a public area, though this is yet
to be done and there is a commitment to do some landscaping around the Big Thermometer when the drought
breaks. The PET’s conference was held in Stanthorpe this year and we provided the catering service.

Rotary Foundation Report
Tony Heading
The club did not apply for a district Foundation grant this year but agreed, in principle, to support Goondiwindi
RC District Grant– ‘Construction of Training Centre - Nepal (RAWCS)’. Six club members and partners
participated in a reconnaissance trip with Goondiwindi RC members to Nepal last April and distributed 300
‘Days for Girls Kits’. The club has applied for 2019-2020 district grants for ‘Days for Girls Training Support for
Rural Nepali Women’ and to assist funding the upgrade of a mental health facility waiting room at Stanthorpe
Hospital.
A multidistrict ‘Rotary Foundation Dinner with Bryn Styles’ at Loganholme in February was attended by some
members and partners. Brynn, a past RI Director and Rotary Foundation Trustee, led a D7010 Canada Group
Study Exchange team to our club and district in 2000. Members and partners also met the district Foundation
grant funded Group Vocational Exchange Team from D3780 Philippines at the March District Conference and
experienced their wonderful presentation.
This year, the club set a goal of US$3,700 (37 members X US$100 per capita) to the Annual Fund and this was
achieved in December with a contribution of A$5106. In addition, some members have made personal
donations bringing the total club contribution to US$4810.
The PolioPlus Fund Goal was set at US$2,000 and this was achieved in December with a contribution of A$2760.
Club members, partners and friends supported the Bohemian Rhapsody Polio movie night conducted by the
Warwick and Tenterfield clubs in November. Members have also made personal donations to PolioPlus
bringing the current total to US$4469. With Gates Foundation support, this will become US$13,407 from our
club for polio eradication.
Rotary Foundation cakes/puddings were again purchased and distributed to Rotary widows for Christmas. The
order of 56 Rum and Brandy Fruit Cakes, 16 Steamed Puddings and 8 packs of Baked Puddings produced a
A$152 donation to The Rotary Foundation Annual Fund and generated a small profit of $68.40 for our club.
The Satellite Club had an information presentation on The Rotary Foundation on 12 June and Centurion Towers
were distributed to encourage members to personally contribute A$100 each year and become Centurions.
Currently we have 15 Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) members, 4 members of the Paul Harris Society, 17 Rotarian
donors, 2 Major Donors, 10 Centurions and 2 Benefactors of the Foundation.
Thank you to all members for the continued support and participation in Rotary Foundation activities.

Vocational Service Report
Jim Barnes
During the year the vocational service committee undertook a number of rewarding events.
Vocational speakers and visits
Teagan Ford from Gateway to Training informed members of the services provided to transition young people
into the workforce.
Members had the opportunity to visit Stanthorpe’s Men’s Shed. It was a night of fellowship and information
on the activities of this community group.
Something a little different was our visit to Pete's Hot Rod and Resto Shop at Cottonvale- a truly unique
business in our district. This was a fascinating evening highlighting the talents and passion of Pete’s family in
old vehicle restoration and hot-rods.

St Joseph’s School Junior Craft Awards
Students in year 10 at St Joseph’s School participated in the Junior Craft Awards. A high standard of project
work was exhibited by these students. A presentation barbeque was held at the school where parents,
students and Rotarians recognized the efforts of these students. Franco Pozzebon was presented with a trophy
and prize for his project --a blanket box. Runner- up was Lachlan Mahoney. Thanks to Wiltshire CRT and Mitre
10 for donating prizes.

Men’s Health Education Rural Van (MHERV)
Stanthorpe Rotary Club was given the opportunity to host the free men’s health van (a NSW initiative but both
Goondiwindi and Stanthorpe Rotary Clubs were happy to come on board). MHERV was locate d in the centre
of town. Over a two-day period the rural health nurse saw 85 clients, testing for blood pressure, cholesterol
and blood sugar. He also gave advice on the tests and their results. Four persons were advised to see a doctor
immediately. The number of people that presented was amazing for a small town and much higher than those
in much larger towns in NSW. The club organised advertising, hosting the nurse and members acted as
“receptionists”. Many thanks to my fellow Rotarians for their support during the year.

Pride of Workmanship Awards
The Pride of Workmanship Awards Presentation Dinner was held at the Queensland College of Wine Tourism
in May. Eight local workers, nominated by their employers, were each awarded with a plaque recognizing the
good service provided and the contribution made to the success of the relevant business. The dinner was
attended by family, colleagues, employers and Rotarians. The Honorable James Lister MP, Member for
Southern Downs, was the guest speaker and Mayor Tracy Dobie, Southern Downs Regional Council,
presented the recipients with their awards.

Majella Stevens
Kelly McCosker

Granite Belt Neighbour Centre
Cherry Lane Nursery

Destiny Hall
Jeanece Morris
Colleen Jerrett

Country Style Caravan Park
Qld College of Wine Tourism
Kool Country Packers

Anthony Cannavo

Taylor Family Produce

James Boston

Taylor Family Produce

Mark Lanza

Speranza Mobile Welding

The awards were sponsored by the Bendigo – Stanthorpe Community Bank and the Southern Downs
Regional Council Economic Development and Tourism Department.

Lift the Lid on Mental Health
On October 10- World Mental Health Day- the Lift the Lid on Mental Health
Charity Breakfast was held at the Stanthorpe RSL. Guest speaker and Mental
Health First Aid trainer, Sallyanne Keevers, gave an inspiring talk on aspects of
mental health and its prevalence in Australian communities. A small amount of
funds was raised and donated to Australian Rotary Health for mental health
research.
As a result of the response to the breakfast the club initiated and subsidised
two Mental Health First Aid courses in the community. In January and February
two 2-day workshops were conducted by Sallyanne. Forty members of our
community are now qualified mental health first aiders.
Thanks to the RSL for the use of their facilities.

Opera in the Vineyard Report
The 27th Opera in the Vineyard was held on May 5, 2019 on a typical Autumn day on the Granite Belt.
Numbers had once again dropped from previous years despite the Opera committee attempts to revitalise the
event. It was disappointing to see the drop but we were all determined to give the very supportive guests a
great time.
Numbers for 2019 were 247 guests for lunch, 158 guests for dinner and 107 guests for Opera only.
Opera Queensland provided the fantastic artists Rosario LaSpina and Milijana Nikolic and both have received
resounding acclaim from guests. It was a beautiful concert.
The Giving Tree and the new Diamond fundraiser were both hugely successful despite the drop in guest
numbers. The Opera committee had speculated that we might not be able to sell all of the tickets, but this
just simply did not happen. Money was raised for Hummingbird House and Trachoma Research.
From my personal point of view, the volunteers worked well to get the job done (as we always do) even despite
the “happenings” within the club. The pre event working bees ensured that there was not too much to be
done on the Saturday prior and on the day we were all well prepared and ready to put on a great show…..and
we did.
On Monday after the Opera, we had a short de brief and apart from a few issues with the catering (nothing
that cannot be solved) I think the response was overwhelmingly positive.

Satellite & Youth Report
Ann Richardson
The Rotary Satellite Club of Stanthorpe Flexitime has a 2 year cycle of planning and operation. In this Rotary
year the Satellite Club took on the responsibilities of Rotary Stanthorpe’s Youth committee. This report
summarises progress towards the 2 year goals established in July 2018 from results of member surveys and
consultation.

Goal 1: Consolidate our club image, celebrate the diversity between the Stanthorpe Rotary Clubs and
build our collaboration with the Monday Club.
Progress:




Net membership gain of 1. Target by June 2020 =15
Closer ties established between Monday club and Satellite Club through board representation,
occasional attendance at Monday nights and combined participation on community events
The Club is establishing its own ways of working and identity– closing with the 4 Way test has been
adopted as a Rotary tradition worth acknowledging; monthly meetings rather than weekly are
recognised as unique to club and successes in youth arena

Increasing membership and retaining members continues to be an underlying focus for the next year.
Increased members will improve efficiency at achieving project goals.

Goal 2: Consolidate our club structure and organisation
Progress:




Monthly business meetings are structured and productive. All members contribute to Email Ed and
development of projects. Fun spot and dinner inclusions contribute to fellowship.
In January, members adopted the policy of LESS MEETINGS – MORE SERVICE
Individual members are taking on more responsibility for business components of the club as needs
arise.

The main organisation need is a budget for the Satellite and Youth projects for the next year. Plans also include
a 5 year strategic plan and re-establishment of the Executive.

Goal 3: Build our community service focus of supporting local youth
Progress:


Spooky Walk is established in the community calendar after the 2018 community family event
attracted over 450 children (50% more than 2017) and raised nearly $3000. Club resources were
expanded using SDRC grant money. 2019 –– “Magical land of wizards and wands” theme plans for
increased patrons, new activities and environment and community partnerships established with
Zonta, Lions, etc Sponsorship from McDonalds has been accepted.



Youth projects:
o Interact progressing successfully – 15 members (increase by 2. Toastmasters course in progress,
first community service activity held – Aldi BBQ, assistance at Opera and Spooky Walk.



o

Youth programs:
• A trial program for the 2019 RYPEN 100% Scholarship process was highly successful – 4
candidates sent at full subsidy by us and 3 other clubs.
• YEP inbound – Marie – successful experience for student, host families, Rotarians and school.
• YEP outbound nominee – no response from District yet.
• Board approved extension of scholarship trial to 2019 RYTS and RYLA

o

Rotary Literacy books – trial through the Summit State School during 2019.

Club was approached in May to apply for a $5000 local Dominos grant to support a new project under
one of their pillars. Our application for a Youth Leadership and Entrepreneurship project (built around
Rotary Stanthorpe youth scholarship program) has progressed to their grant board phase.

Rotary Stanthorpe (Monday, Satellite and Interact Clubs) have supported the Chair’s personal goal to
contribute to End Trachoma by 2020 in Australia. In 2018-19, over $5500 (and a very large box of used stamps
for resale) has been contributed to this project. Thank you.

The Club plans to complete a member survey in July to identify continuing areas for growth and development.

Interact Club
Tessa Pascoe – President
The Stanthorpe Interact Club meets every second Tuesday in the Granite Belt Learning Centre at Stanthorpe
State High School. At the beginning of the rotary year, we had an election to vote in the Executive
Committee, which consists of a President, Secretary, Treasurer, Community Service director and Club
director. The President was Tessa Pascoe , Secretary was Alex Linton, Treasurer was Ilia White , Community
Service director was Amber Weston and Ryah Frith as the Club director. The members of the Interact Club
were very involved with the assistance of Opera in the Vineyard and Spooky Walk as well as having their own
sausage sizzles out at the front of Aldi to support farmers in drought.
Currently we are undertaking a Toastmasters course to help us ‘find our voice’ and provide us with
confidence in school as well as in the community.
I would like to thank Rotarian Ann Richardson and Teacher Miss Kaylah Adams for begin amazing mentors
for Interact Club in this Rotary year. We have had a lot of fun and learnt a lot and I hope that we will have
just as much fun next year with our new President Indyana Walters and her team of executives.
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